Retinoblastoma: the case for radiotherapy and for adjuvant chemotherapy.
The results of treatment for 39 consecutive children with retinoblastoma that was diagnosed between 1951 and 1978 were analyzed. Failure to achieve local control within the eye and the development of metastatic disease occurred in seven patients. These patients are considered individually. Delay in diagnosis, older age at presentation, and extraocular extension of disease at diagnosis were associated with treatment failure and were closely interrelated. Modified radiotherapy techniques using wider fields may prevent failure even in those cases diagnosed late and in those with extraocular extension. Indications for intrathecal and systemic chemotherapy in this disease are discussed.